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Old homes are different from new ones. Restoring them, 
adding on to them and decorating them, can be a challenging 
experience. And a wonderful one too.

Anyone interested in learning about old homes and how 
to love them, should head over to the Lancaster Convention 
Center this weekend for the first-ever Lancaster Historic 
Home Show.

The three day trade show will feature a wide variety 
of exhibitors and seminars as well as experts on historic 
preservation.

“It’s a celebration of the traditional building trades and 
the preservation and conservation movement,” says Lois 
Groshong, who organized the show along with her daughter, 
Danielle Groshong-Keperling.

Groshong and her husband Charles run Historic 
Restorations, a company that does restoration work in a 
historically sensitive manner.

“This show is dedicated to the vintage homes and the people 
who sell the goods and services,” she says.

Groshong notes that one of the biggest challenges for the 
vintage homeowner is finding the right tradesmen — and 
women — to work with. “You have to know where to find 
them. That’s one of the reasons we wanted to do this show,” 
she says.

Traditional crafts will be demonstrated. One that interests 
Groshong in particular is done by a timber framing 
company.

“They will construct a timber frame and show how it’s all 
put together without nails,” she says. “And he’s going to be 
talking about 7,000 years of timber frame history.”

Exhibitors include the Lancaster Historic Preservation 
Trust, a preservation specialist from the city of Lancaster and 
the United States Environmental Protection Agency.

Also among the 80 vendors are cabinet makers, architects, 
textile companies, furniture makers, builders, a company that 
specializes in soapstone and another that does stained glass.

Kitchen experts, door makers, a rare book dealer and an 
18th century clock company will be on hand too.

“There will be a lot of information people can pick up and 
take with them,” Groshong says. “They’ll be able to talk with 
our exhibitors to see what they can do for themselves.”

A little knowledge can help.

“You want to be able to have an intelligent conversation 
with any worker you invite into your home to do a task,” she 
says.

Tonight will feature a gala reception from 6 to 9 p.m., with 
a silent auction and a number of door prizes. Proceeds will 
go to the Landis Valley Museum.

The trade show will be held Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. In addition to the 
exhibitors, a wide variety of seminars will be held.

Topics include textiles, window restoration, an overview 
of traditional trades, how to paint historic homes, decorative 
plaster and how to restore rotted wood.

The keynote speech, about saving wood windows, will 
be given by John Leeke, contributing editor of “Old House 
Journal.”

(For more detailed information go to the show’s website: 
lancasterhistorichomeshow.com.)

Groshong believes every home, whether it’s a tiny three 
room house or a mansion, should be a place of beauty.

“It’s your castle, no matter how humble it is,” she says.

“Our philosophy is to work in a way that celebrate the 
architectural essence of what that home is meant to be,” she 
says. “I don’t know what it is about me but I have always 
loved older homes.”

Helping hands for historic homes
First-ever show to focus on restorations

From left to right, Charles Groshong, Jonathan Keperling, 
Danielle Groshong and Lois Groshong of Historic Restorations 

with the framework of a post-and-beam structure.


